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Introduction
The transcontinental territory of Turkey is variable in climate, topography, geology and geomorphology. It also has a range of altitudes and water bodies. In addition, the Near Eastern and Mediterranean areas overlap in Turkey where the Euro-Siberian, Mediterranean and Irano-Turanian phytogeographical subregions of the Palaearctic region meet together. This territory has been largely recognised as having significant biodiversity (Şekercioğlu et al. 2011 ) and its plant resources are characterised by a floristical richness composed of more than 14,000 vascular plant species of which one third are native (Ekim 1993; Karagöz 2003 ; http://data.gbif.org/welcome.htm). Hence, this huge biodiversity has favoured surveys for natural enemies affecting weeds of Euro-Asiatic origin (de Lillo & Sobhian 1994; Sobhian et al. 1999; de Lillo et al. 2003; Uygur 2004; Smith et al. 2006; Lecce et al. 2008; Volkovitsh et al. 2008) .
